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The House Select Committee on 
Assassinations went on the offensive 
yesterday with what was obviously a 
major media event to try to reverse 
its image as the Gong Show of Capi- 
tol Hill and convince other legislators 
its life should be extended past 
March 31. : 

N The committee, held an unusual, 
two-hout public meeting in which it 
received from court officials of 
Shelby County, Tenn,, all of the 
physical evidence and documentation 
in the murder of Dr, Martin Luther 
King Jr. by James Earl Ray. 


D.C,; DELEGATE Walter Faun- 
troy, chairman of the King investiga-r 
tion subcommittee, received and dis- 
played the dozens of pieces of 
evidence one by one. Cameras from 
the three television networks and two 
regional television services whirred, 
a half dozen still photographers snap- 
ped away, 20 writing reporters 
scribbled furiously. 

There was the “30.06 rifle with a 
telescopic sight attached’* used to cut 
down King in Memphis, his bloody 
clothing, cartridges live and spent, 
pillows, sheets, blankets, slips of 
paper from a while Ford Mustang,' 
newspaper clippings, photographs of 
the murdered civil rights leaders. 

■ There were many personal items 
belonging to Ray bank transaction 
§lips, a John Birch Society pham- 
phlet, a travel brochure from Portu- 
gal, instructions on use of a gun si- 
lencer, maps, fingerprints, three 
cigarette butts, a passport photo- 
paph, a blue zipper bag, two sets of 
Binoculars, a transistor radio, two 
cans of Schlitz. The inventory went 
on and on. . 

Until yesterday, focus of the com- 
mittee had been on the bitter dispute 
between its chief counsel, former 
Philadelphia prosecutor Richard A. 
Sprague, and its former chairman^ 



Rep. Henry Gonzalez, D-Tex,, who 
resigned when other committee 
members rejected his firing of 
Sprague. 

Rep. Louis Stol^s^ D-Ohjm was 
named to replace Gonzalez, eprliep 
this week and wasted no tirne trying 
to change public perception of the 
committee. / - y - ? 

THE COMMITTEE has an uphill 
job convincing The iHouse Jhat , its 
Investigations are serious and worth- 
while, or it may ”gong” the panel out 
of business March 31. like they do on 
the television talent show. /. t 

Note Stokes* speed. The. commit- 
tee*s subpoena of the physical evi- 
dence and court, documents in the 
Ra‘y case was delivered to Chief 
Cierk J. A. Blackwell of the Shelby 
County Court at 3 p.m. on Thursday. 
Blackwell got on a plane yesterday 
morning as the 3 p,m* ' committee 
meeting was hastily called by ?tokes. 
Only six of the committee's 12 mem- 
bers were able to attend. 

; Fauntroy opened the meeting by 
submitting letters Ray had written to 
the committee, including an offer to 
testify. Stokes said later that the 
committee has not decided whether it 
wants Ray to tostifyi 

Blackwell, who has had the King- 
Ray evidence in his custody since 
March 10, 1969. also gave the com- 
mittee 310 pages of ' court petitions, 
prders, (he actual gpjlty plea by Ray 
and a number of letters he. wrote, and 
said he was, instructed to “stand by** 
until thp evidence and documents are 
returned to Tennessee. 

As the boxes of evidence were 
opened, the six comniittee members 
gathered around a table and looked 
over each piece as it \vas being taken 
from cardboard boxes. AtA; 10 p.m., 
a congressional aide whispered 
something to Stokes about television 
■ deadlines approaching. 



Stokes whispered to Fauntroy, who 
skipped over box after box and went 
directly to the 30.06 rifle, then a win- 
dow sill, then a rifle box. Fauntroy 
held the weapon about three minutes. 
Then the television camaras left, and 
the inventory continued where it had 
left off, ^ 

THE MEETING was unusual by 
congressional standards since it was 
the first time any member of the 
committee or its staff had seen' the 
evidence. Normally the staff would 
receive such items and then present’ 
them to the committee. 

^ Asked about this variance from 
more normal Hill procedure and the 
nature of what seemed like a media 
event to enhance.' the committpe*^ 
image, Stokes growled, “This is np" 
exercise. The committee sent for this, 
evidence. -i/' ’ ■. - ijj 

“This is some of the most import 
tant evidence in the history of thi^. 
nation. The committee has the func- 
tion to receive it. not The staff, K 
Stokes said. ; ' . y i ^ 

Stokes* statement dovetailed with' 
his attempt to show other members 
of the House that the committee itself 
will establish the rules for the inve^? 
ligations of the murders of King and 
John F. Kennedy, and not the contro- 
versial Sprague. v; 

Rep. Robert W. Edgar. D-Pa.. just 
named to a committee vacancy 
created by Gonzalez* resignation, 
said he hoped the meeting yesterday 
would held shift public focus from the 
personality dashes to the murders 
under investigation. - 

“With all the focus on the personal- 
ities, the committee felt it should 
focus on the issues — the evidence,** 
Edgar said; “\ye should move on the 
investigation.** 
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Chairman Stokes said that so far 
the committee has not sought to col- 
lect similar evidence in the murder 
of Kennedy being held by the federal 
government or anything that might 
be in the custody of Dallas ' police. 

The chairman said, however, that the 
material would be sought later/ 

EARLIER yesterday. Sfokes, 
Fauntroy, Sprague and Rep. Rich- 
ardson Preyer, D-N.C., , met with 
Atty. Gen. Griffin Bell to discuss ac- 
cess to federal evidence. t 
_ Before going into ’ the meeting/ 
Stokes said they wanted to meet with 
Beil to “seek restoration of access to 
FBI records and other materials that 
we had access to prior to the former 
chairman*s rescinding that access.'* 

They met for about 40 to 45 minutesi ■ 

Afterwards Bell told reporters that 
he had made the same agreement 
they had with the committee before 
Gonzalez quit. “We’re happy to 
cooperate with the committee arid 
we’li make materials available." 

Bell said they also expected to estab- 
lish a liaison relationship beiwaen^ 

the committed/^' the attorney gener^ 
al’s office and the FBI to insure flow 
of communication. - . . ■■I 

Preyer said he was "glad to estab-* 
lish this relationship** vyith the attor^' 
ney general. ' ' ^ V 

h Most of the material the 
committee expects to, get from the 
FBI deals with King arid whatever it 
still has about Kennedy, but most oT 
the Kennedy material is already 
available. 

Also contributing to this story was 
Staff Writer Jerry Oppenhelmer. 



